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A N N U A L REPORT 
OF THE 
TOWN OFFICERS 
OF T H E 
Town of North Yarmouth, 
For THE 
Y e a r e n d i n g March 19, 1883 
P O R T L A N D , ME . : 
WILLIAM M MARKS, PRINTER 
1883. 
Selectmen's Report. 
To the Inhabitants of North Yarmouth: 
We herewith submit this our annual report of the financial con-
dition of said town, showing receipts and expenditures for the year 
ending March 19, 1883. 
The whole amount of taxable property in town, -$350,880.00. 
Number of polls 180, at $2.00 each. 
The per centage is $14.00 on $1,000. 
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE Y E A R 1882. 
State tax, $1,678 82 
County tax, 333 14 
Amount raised for support of poor, 1,000 00 
ct " schools, 800 00 
u building hearse house, 50 00 
u accounts allowed, 20 60 
(C bridges, 300 00 
a contingent fund, 350 00 
ct town officers, 200 00 
u snow bills, 350 00 
u reimburse Warren Phillips, 20 00 
it collector's commissions, 86 00 
il overlayings, 83 76 
$5,272 32 
Lost by fractions, 05 
$5,272 27 
Highway tax for 1881 unpaid, 44 99 
85,317 26 
4 
D R . J . P . SAWYER, COLLECTOR, 1 8 7 7 . CR. 
To due town, March 20, 1882,$12 32 I By town tax unpaid, Mar. 19, 
I 1883 $12 32 
D R . J . P . ROWE, COLLECTOR, 1 8 7 9 . CR. 
To due town, Mar. 20, 1882...$27 51 By town tax, paid Mar. 19, '83.$15 00 
" " school tax, Mar. 20, '83...8. 70 " " u n p a i d , " ". . .2121 
$36 21 $36 21 
D R . NEHEMIAH PORTER, COLLECTOR, 1 8 8 0 . CR. 
To due town, Mar. 20, 1882.$185 00 | By towntax, paid Mar. 19,'83.$185 00 
D R . NEHEMIAH PORTER, COLLECTOR, 1 8 8 1 . CR. 
To state tax, due Mar. 20/82$l, 678 82 
county " " " ...348 92 
"town " " " ...787 64 
$2,815 38 
By state tax, paid Mr. 19,'83$1,250 46 
" " " unpaid, " " ...428 36 
"county" paid " " ...348 92 
"town " 44 " " ...787 64 
$2,815 38 
D R . NEHEMIAH PORTER, COLLECTOR, 1 8 8 2 . CR. 
To state tax, 1882, $1,678 82 By state tax unp'd, $1,678 82 
" county tax, 1882, 333 14 " county" " ... 333 14 
" town tax, 1882 3,305 30 " town " " 653 09 
" " "paid $2,652 21 
" Bal. due, Mar. 19, 1883...2,665 05 
$5,317 26 $5,317 26 
5 
SAMUEL SKILLIN, Treasurer. 
DR. 
To cash balance in treasury, $252 56 
due from J. P. Sawyer, collector, 1877, 12 32 
« J. P. Rowe, « 1879, 36 21 
" N. Porter, » 1880, 185 00 
" « " 1881, 787 64 
" State, St. sch. fund and mill tax, 1881, 398 39 
' " " " " " 1882, 404 91 
« State, State R. R. tax, 1880, 19 43 
" « 44 » " 1881, 10 54 
« « « » tc 1882, 18 97 
received of Wm. Osgood, treas. sch. fund, '82, 258 30 
u C. B. Herrick, S. Hall's pens., * 96 00 
" C. L. Loring, road tax, 5 62 
" Town of Pownal, for run. town line, 3 00 
u S. M. Prince, for hearse house, 3 00 
commitment tax bills to N. Porter for 1882, 3,305 30 
received for N. York Granite tax and derrick, 693 73 
$6,490 92 
To selectmen's order, Samuel Skillin, treas. to bal., 45 41 
$6,536 33 
CR. 
By paid selectmen's orders, $4,997 47 
" due from J. P. Sawyer, collector 1877, 12 32 
« J. P. Rowe, ' " 1879, 21 21 
« " N.Porter, " 1882, 653 09 
" State, State R. R. tax, 1880, 19 43 
« « " " . " 1881, 10 54 
" U ' U ; U U 1882, ' 18 97 
« " State, State sch. fund and mill tax, 1881, 398 39 
" " " " " « " 1882, 404 91 
$6,536 33 
M O N E Y FOR T H E SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS FOR 1882. 
Amount raised by town, $800 00 
" from town school fund, 258 80 
" " " " unappropriated in 1881, 5 46 
" state school fund, mill tax, 1882, 404 91 u 
$1,468 6T 
NO. OF DISTRICT. NO. OF 
SCHOLS. 
AMOUNT OF 
MONET. 
1 
2 
3 
* 4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
Wm. H. blanchard 
58 
47 
19 
30 
11 
30 
18 
16 
20 
2 
AMOUNT BACK 
ADDED. MONEY 
$ 275 50 
223 25 
90 25 
142 50 
52 25 
142 50 
85 50 
76 00 
95 00 
9 50 
50 25 
35 00 
60 00 
40 00 
30 00 
20 00 
41 IT 
TOTAL 
AMOUNT. 
$29 01$ 304 51 
223 25 
140 50 
4 51 182 01 
112 25 
182 50 
115 50 
96 00 
4 38 140 55 
9 50 
251 $1,192 25 $276 42 837 90.81,506 57 
Being $4.75 per scholar. $276.42 divided between Dists. 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
D R . DISTRICT 1 , ORDERS DRAWN FOR s u p p o r t OF SCHOOLS. CR. 
To O. F. Dolloff $12 12 
« " " 3 75 
" " " 56 00 
« « " 63 50 
» " " 128 51 
C. S. Sweetsir 15 63 
Iioscoe Perley 16 88 
Balance Due 8 12 
$304 51 
By bal. due Dist. 1, Mar. 20, 
1882 $ 29 01 
By appropriation 275 50 
D R . 
To D. H. Cole $ 60 00 
" " " 50 00 
46 " " 101 75 
" John W. Johnson 11 50 
$304 51 
DISTRICT N o . 2 . C R . 
By appropriation $223 25 
$223 25 $223 26 
D R . 
To J. H. Hamilton $ 35 00 
" " 44 96 13 
44 Amos Lowe 9 37 
DISTRICT NO. 3 . CR. 
By appropriation, 1882 $140 50 
DR. 
$140 50 
DISTRICT NO. 4 . 
$140 50 
CR. 
To Eben Hawks $102 00 
" Addie s. Dunn 24 50 
" N. Jewett 14 00 
" 44 41 5 50 
44 George Hawks 5 50 
41 A. H. Titcomb 4 51 
44 bal. due Dist. 4, Mar. 19, 
1883 128 00 
By bal. due Dist. 4, Mar. 20, 
1882 $106 51 
44 appropriation 177 50 
$284 01 $284 01 
DR. DISTRICT NO. 5 . CR. 
To R. B. Richards $112 25 | By appropriation $112 25 
D R . DISTRICT NO. 6 . CR. 
To R. T. Hodsdon...... ......$ 35 00 B y a p p r o p r i a t ion $182 50 
44 44 *.!!'.•!!!!!"! 12050 
$182 50 
DR. 
To Samuel Richards $30 00 
44 " 44 85 50 
$182 50 
DISTRICT NO. 7 . CR 
By appropriation $115 50 
$115 50 
DR. DISTRICT N O . 8 . _ 
To M. L. Whitney $96 00 | By appropriation 
$115 50 
CR. 
...$96 00 
D R . DISTRICT NO. (L- CR. 
To M. S. Drinkwater $20 25 
44 Mrs. Wm. B. Skilling 18 00 
44 JohnE. Lowe 9 75 
44 Roscoe Tilcomb 45 50 
44 44 44 29 25 
44 44 44 6 73 
44 Seward W. Orr 2 00 
44 bal. due Mar. 19, 1883 4 67 
$140 55 
By balance for 1882 $ 4 38 
44 appropriation 136 17 
$140 55 
8 
D R . WM. H . BLANCHARD, TWO SCHOLARS, CR. 
To W. H. Blanchard 9 50 | By appropriation $9 50 
Total amount of school orders drawn, $1,463 38 
Roscoe Titcomb, outstanding, $45 50 
George Hawks, " 5 50 
O. F. Dolloff, « 12 12 
« " " 3 75 66 87 
$1,396 51 
willrd E. Easton, for 1881, 184 57 
Total amount paid for support of schools, .$1,531 08 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID FOR ACCOUNTS ALLOWED: 
Samuel Skillin, $ 2 00 
Albert Sweetsir, 18 60 
Amount paid, $20 60 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID FOR COLLECTOR'S COMMISSIONS. 
N. Porter, collector, $85 00 
Samuel Skillin, non-resident tax, 3 57 
Amount paid, $88 57 
ORDERS DRAWN A M ) PAID TOR INTEREST. 
Sarah T. Dunn, $ 3 00 
Samuel Skillin, treasurer, 36 23 
Amount drawn, $39 23 
ORDERS DRAW2T AND PAID FOR TOWN OFFICERS. 
E. D. Loring, town clerk, $12 00 
IT. Porter, constable, 9 00 
H. H. Osgood, supervisor of schools, 37 75 
C. IL Herrick, selectman, assessor and overseer of poor, 78 95 
F. O. Hajes, " " " « 55 00 
Charles S. Sweetser, " 61 " 46 « 46 25 
Samuel Skillin, treasurer, 18 00 
Amount drawn, $256 95 
H. H. Osgood, outstanding, 37 75 
219 20 
E. D. loring for 1881, . 12 00 
S. H. Sweetser for 1881, returned to town, $40 00 
Amount paid, §231 20 
9 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID FOR ABATEMENTS. 
N. Porter, collector for 1880, $ 8 62 
Dan'l G. Thompson, col. 1882, 5 81 
A. N. Titcomb, « " 1 61 
N. Porter, " 1881, 11 24 
N. Porter, « « • 1 8 6 0 
Asa A. Lufkin, » 1882, 1 40 
Amount paid, $47 28 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID FOR HEARSE HOUSE. 
Thomas H. Hayes, $15 00 
0. S. Sweetser, * 16 49 
Roscoe Perley, 25 43 
Amount paid, $56 92 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID FOR SNOW BILLS. 
John W. Clark, $13 10 
Eben Hawks, 7 50 
A . N . Titcomb, 6 45 
C. B. Herrick, 7 50 
E. D. Loring, * 7 00 
Jesse Kimball, - 3 50 
E. S. Skillin, 3 06 
« " 4 18 
Roscoe Titcomb, 3 00 
D. H. Cole, 1 44 
C. S. Sweetser, 5 70 
Hollis Doyle, 3 60 
Estate of William B. Skillin, ' 6 00 
J. W. Johnson, ' ' 3 00 
Gardiner Leighton, ' 3 45 
Edward Beals, 75 
David G. Loring, 4 86 
A. H. Titcomb, 11 10 
10 
John Mountfort, 
Enos True, 
Wm. B. Pierce, 
Jerry B. Ryder, 
Amos T. Higgins, 
N. Jewett, 
Samuel Herrick, 
Joseph Loring, 
Asa A . Lufkin, 
Akin S. Phillips, 
John S. Barstow, 
Geo. W . Haskell, 
David V. Lovell, 
Geo. A. Staples, 
Major Lombard, 
c. L. Loring, 
Joseph H . Hamilton, 
N. Porter, 
A . P. Lufkin, 
S. M. Prince, 
J. H . Brackett, 
J. W Merchant, 
Oth'l Mitchell, 
George E. Johnson, 
George P. Loring, 
E . T. Hodsdon, 
W . R. Sawyer, 
Wm. H. Paine, 
Henry J. Perley, 
Azor Mitchell, 
C. Milliken, 
Ilenry Cleaves, 
fto3Coe G. Haskell, 
F. 0 . Hayes, 
0 . F. Dolloff, 
E. G. Hayes, 
11 
Joseph Gooding, 1 40 
R. B. Richards, 1 65 
John Bowie, 3 15 
Eugene & J. W . Hicks, 12 48 
Samuel Skillin, 5 95 
John Kelley, 5 GO 
Amount drawn, $342 47 
John Kelley, outstanding, 5 60 
8336 67 
Alver L. Kendall, $ 1 35 
Mrs. Phebe J. Loring, 10 20 
John Mountfort, 5 59 
Charles W . Mountfort, 2 65 
R. B. Richards, 60 
Aaron Haskell, 10 20 
David V. Lovell, 6 26 
L. D. Hicks, 1 1 1 0 
47 95 
Amount paid, §384 62 
ORDERS DRAWN AND PAID.—BRIDGES AND WORK ON ROADS. 
John Mountfort, $10 00 
G.T . Railway, freight, 8 00 
James Lawrence, 125 00 
J. W . Deering, or bearer, 123 40 
C. S. Sweetser, 9 65 
C. B. Herrick, 4 50 
Jesse Kimball, 2 50 
Albert Sweetser, 5 62 
Amount paid, $288 67 
12 
O R D E R S D R A W N A N D P A I D F O R C O N T I N G E N C I E S . 
Win. M. Marks, 
Dresser & McLellan, 
L. W. Holt, OR bearer, 
Silas Skillin, 
Wm. A. King, 
J. H. Brackett, 
A. C. Storkin, 
AurinL. Dresser & Co., 
Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., 
E. D. Loring, 
J. P. Rowe, 
I. S. Dunn, 
B. F. Hamilton, 
Heirs of John Staple s, 
G. M. Seiders, 
S. H. Sweetser, 
A. C. Storkin, 
Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., 
Dresser, McLellan k Co., 
Samuel Skilliu, 
John Kelley, 
Amount drawn, 
A. C. Storkin, outstanding, 
Aurin L. Dresser & Co., outstanding. 
Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., " 
S. H. Sweetser, 
John Kelley, 
Amount paid, 
13 
ORDERS BRAWN AND PAID FOR SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Warren Phillips for 1881, voted by town, $20 00 
Drummond & Drummond for 1881, 52 67 
" " " " 31 06 
A. C. Ramsdell, 6 00 
H. M. Hamilton, 70 00 
A. C. Ramsdell, 7 50 
John Bowe, 35 00 
Mrs. E. R. Hamilton, 26 00 
M. R. Ramsdell, 10 50 
George D. Porter, 40 00 
Allen & Co., 3 00 
Mrs. A. C. Ramsdell, 9 00 
Rosa P. Hamilton, 26 00 
Wm. Marston, 60 00 
Hollis Doyle, 39 00 
A. S. Phillips, 12 00 
John Bowe, 35 00 
Allen & Co., " 8 00 
B. & P. Clothing Co., * 5 50 
Alvin Phillips, 9 00 
John Bowe, 35 00 
A. C. Ramsdell, 4 50 
A. S. Phillips, 4 50 
A. S. Phillips, 15 00 
Abbie Doyle, " 1 00 
« « 39 00 
E. D. Loring, 1 88 
L. & L . R Walker, 15 41 
C. Milliken, 6 00 
I. S. Dunn, 26 89 
I. S. Stanwood, 25 88 
Mrs. A. D. Morgan, 78 00 
John Bowe, 51 00 
Rosa P. Hamilton, 52 00 
14 
Wm. Marston, 70 00 
M. P. Frank for George D. Porter, 26 26 
George D. Porter, 89 74 
I. S. Dunn, 11 88 
Mrs. Wm. Marston, 2 25 
c. B. Herrick, 7 00 
Wm. Osgood, 29 25 
a u 82 00 
Amount drawn, $1,129 67 
Rosa P. Hamilton, outstanding, 52 00 
$1,077 67 
warren phillips for 1881, 78 00 
Mrs- A. D. Morgan, for 1881, 104 00 
Amount paid, - $1,259 67 
TOWN 2T0TES PAID 
Rachel G. Hamilton, 
Sarah T. Dunn, 
Lewis Mitchell, 
AND TAKES UP. 
8450 00 
50 00 
160 00 
m o oo 
15 
SUMMARY. 
Amount raised for support of poor, $1,000 00 
« « " schools, 800 00 
" " building hearse house, 50 00 
" " accounts allowed, 20 60 
« « bridges, 300 00 
" " contingent fund, 350 00 
« « town officers, 200 00 
« « snow bills, 350 00 
" to reimburse Warren Phillips, 20 00 
" for coll. com., 86 00 
u for overlayings, 83 76 
Lost by fractions, 05 
Unpaid highway tax for 1881, 44 99 
Total amount, 83,305 30 
SUMMARY. 
Amount expended for support of poor, $1,259 67 
u 44 u " of schools, 1,531 08 
u u 44 hearse house, 56 92 
a 44 " accounts allowed, 20 60 
a " " bridges, 288 67 
u " " contingencies, 389 63 
a 44 " town officers, 231 20 
a 44 44 snow bills, 384 62 
u " to reimburse Warren Phillips, 20 00 
it 44 for abatements, -47 28 
u 44 for collector's commission, 88 57 
a " " interest, 39 23 
u 44 " town notes, 660 00 
Total amount expended, $4,997 47 
16 
LIABILITIES. 
Outstanding town orders, $278 73 
Due district No. 1, 8 12 
" « 4, 128 00 
« " 9, 4 67 
Total, $419 52 
RESOURCES. 
Due from J. P. Sawyer, collector, 1877, 
J. P. Rowe, " 1879, 
N. Porter, " 1882, 
State, State railroad tax, 1880, 
« « <c a 1881, 
« « « « 1882, 
44 mill tax and school fund, 1881, 
« « tt « u u 1832, 
S. Hall, pension, one quarter, 
a 
< ( 
CI 
a 
(i 
C( 
(( 
t< 
« 
U 
a 
u 
(i 
a 
a 
Total resources ahore indebtedness, 
$12 32 
21 21 
653 09 
19 43 
10 54 
18 97 
398 39 
404 91 
24 00 
$1,562 86 
$1,143 34 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
C. B. HERRICK, ) Selectmen 
F. O. HAYES, } of 
C. S.SWEETSER,) North Yarmouth 
North Yarmouth, March 19,1883. 
17 
Treasurer's Report, 
FOR THE Y E A R ENDING MARCH 19 , 1 8 8 3 , 
1882. 
March 20. To cash balance, 
" due from J. P. Sawyer, collector, 1877, 
J. P. Rowe, « 1879, 
N. Porter, col. 1880, '81, 
State R. R. tax, 1880, 
" " " 1881, 
" sch. and mill tax, 1881, 
" " " « 1882, 
" R. R. tax, 1882, 
" cash rec'd C. L. Loring, road tax, '81, 
u 
( ( 
u 
u 
iC 
a 
Wm. Osgood, treas. sch. fund, 
Seward M. Prince, 
C. B. Herrick, 
Town of Pownal, 
Albert Sweetser, town agent, 
Assessments for the year 1882, delivered 
to Nehemiah Porter, collector, 
Cash to balance, 
CREDITED. 
March 19. By paid selectmen's orders, 
" town notes, 
" due from J. P. Sawyer, coll.. 
" J. P. Rowe, . " 
N. Porter,. " 
State R. R. tax, 
a u 
school fund, 
U " 
R. R. tax, 
S6,536 33 
SAMUEL SKILLIN, Treasurer. 
NORTH YARMOUTH , March 19,1883. 
* 
18 
Report of Overseers of the Poor, 
F O E THE T E A K ENDLNG A P R I L 1 , 1 8 8 3 . 
There has been seven persons supported by the town the entire 
year, viz: S. Hall, Fannie Chase, J. H. Mars ton, Henry Fitzger-
ald, Joseph Clough, M. A. Lufkin, Jane D. Phillips, and paid H. 
M. Hamilton seventy dollars to relieve the town of all further cost 
on M. A. Lufkin's child. 
Paid John Bowie for S. Hall, board 52 weeks at $3.00 
per week, $156 0 0 
i; Wm. Marston, for J. H. Marston, board 52 weeks 
at 82.50 per week, 130 0 0 
(t Geo. D. Porter for Heniy Fitzgerald, board 52 
iveeks at §3.00 per week, 156 0 0 
a Hollis Doyle for Joseph Clough, 52 weeks at $1.50 
per week, 78 0 0 
a Mrs. Rosa P. Hamilton for Fannie Chase, 52 weeks 
at S2.00 per week, 104 0 0 
u A. D. Morgan for Mary A. Lufkin, 52 weeks at 
§1.50 per week, 78 0 0 
« A. C. Ramsdell for Mrs. Phillips, 22 weeks at 
• 
§1.50 perweek, 38 0 0 
t( Alvin S. Phillips for " " 30 weeks at 
§1.50 per week, 4 5 0 0 
Amount paid for board, $780 00 
Jacob Frost, coal, $17 29 
" u medical attendance, 3 50 
$20 79 
James Paine, supplies, 8 82 
19 
Mrs. Dolly Walker, supplies, $11 88 
44 " " wood, 6 00 
IT 88 
Enoch Ryder, medical attendance, $32 00 
Henry Fitzgerald, board, $156 00 
" " clothing, 8 77 
44 46 tobacco and medicine, 9 40 
" " medical attendance, 12 00 
Total cost, $186 17 
Paid for M. A. Lufkin's child,' 70 00 
J. H. Marston, board. $130 00 
44 " clothes and making, 19 70 
Total cost, $149 70 
S. Hall, board, $156 00 
44 medical attendance, 1 25 
Total cost, $157 25 
Joseph Clough, board, $78 00 
44 44 tobacco, 3 20 
44 44 clothes and making, • 11 92 
Total cost, $93 12 
Mary A. Lufkin, board and clothes, 78 00 
Fannie Chase, board and clothes, . $104 00 
u u u ' « 6 40 
44 44 medical attendance, 2 50 
Total cost, $112 90 
Jane D. Phillips, board, $78 00 
44 44 clothes, 1 95 
44 44 medical attendance, 10 00 
Total cost, $89 95 
20 
C. B. Herrick, sundries for poor, and justice fees, 7 00 
Postage for poor, 36 
$1,023 94 
Received on S. Hall's, 96 00 
Total cost of poor for 1882, $927 94 
Drummond k Drummond, for judgment on Leslie 
Sherwood, 1881, $52 67 
Drummond k Drummond, cost, 1881, 32 00 
Warren Phillips, 20 00 
Melville S. Ramsdell, 1881, 2 00 
Total cost of poor, $1,034 61 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
C. B. H E R R I C K , } Overseers of the 
F . O . H A Y E S , ) Poor of 
C. S. S W E E T S E R , ) North Yarmouth. 
NORTH YARMOUTH, March 1 9 , 1883. 
21 
R E P O R T 
o f t h e 
Public Schools in North Yarmouth, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1883. 
eft p 
© 
AGENTS. 
1 O. F. Dolloff 
2D. H. Cole 
3 Jos. H. Hamilton. . 
4|Noah Jewett 
5 Noah Jewett. 
6|R. T. Hodsdon 
T|S. S. Richards 
8jS. S. Richards 
9 Roscoe Titcomb.... 
Total 
9 W. H. Blanchard's 
children 
Total. 
SCHOLARS. W ' K S OF SCH. ATTEND'NC 
251 
•School not closed. 
tUnder Supervisor of Pownal. Number of scholars in Pownal, 15. 
jUnder Supervisor of Yar mouth. Number of scholars in Yarmouth, 18. 
T E A C H E R S . 
DISTRICTS. SUMMER T E R M . F A L L T E R M . W I N T E R T E R M . 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
9 
Eugenie Hobbs, 
Hettie B. Guniey, 
Carrie B. Leigliton, 
Addie S. Dunn, 
No term, 
Ermina J. Reed. 
Mar. Drinkwater. 
Georgia Colcord, 
Hettie B. Gurney, 
No term, 
No term, 
No term, 
Ermina J. Reed, 
No term. 
M. H. McCollister, 
Hettie B. Gurney, 
Celia E. Whitney, 
Olive Ilnyes, 
Ida E. Sweetser, 
Addie S. Dunn, 
Mar. Drinkwater. 
22 
Division of money among the districts. 
no. OF DISTRICT. NO. OF AMOUNT OF AilOTTNT BACK TOTA£ 
SCHOLS. 3C02JE r . ADDED. MONET AMOUNT. 
1 58 8 275 50 8 $29 01 $ 304 51 
2 47 223 25 223 25 
3 19 90 25 50 25 140 50 
4 30 142 50 35 00 4 51 182 01 
5 11 52 25 60 00 112 25 
6 30 142 50 40 00 182 50 
7 18 85 50 30 00 115 50 
8 16 76 00 20 00 overdr'wn 96 00 
9 20 95 00 41 17 4 69 131 48 
W . H. Blanchard. 2 9 50 9 50 
Totals, 251 $1,192 25 -8*276 42 $28 88 81,497 50 
Divided at the rate of 84.75 per scholar, which left §276.42 
to be apportioned in Districts 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 
Instead of making a special report of each school, your 
supervisor would present such suggestions as are of a general 
character, and adapted to improve the condition of all our 
schools. The recommendations made, if adopted, will free our 
schools from many hindrances that have retarded their prog-
ress in the past. 
Every reform recommended has been adopted in other towns, 
and has proved satisfactory. 
There is every reason to believe that they will work as well 
with us. 
T E x r EOOKS. 
At the last annual meeting, the town elected a committee 
to select and purchase text books to be loaned the scholars of 
the town during the school terms. The books were not 
23 
obtained in season for use in the summer schools, but the fall 
and winter schools have had the benefit of them. 
The committee selected and purchased Readers, Geogra-
phies, Arithmetics, Grammars and Spellers. The cost of 
these books has been $293.18. The same books at retail 
would have cost about $410.45. Thus the tax payers have 
saved $117.18 in the cost of the first supply. The books have 
been well cared for. A few show rough usage, and lack of 
care, but on the whole the scholars have used them well. 
The cost of keeping the supply good, and adding such other 
books as will be needed will be light for some years to come. 
Every school has felt the spur of these new books. The 
advantages of supplying them in this way are numerous and 
manifest. 
Each scholar is supplied with books the first day of school. 
If he needs to change, the book in use is taken up and the 
proper one given him at once. Pie can pass from class to class 
without extra cost for books. The continuation of this plan, 
extending it to all books needed, is recommended. 
The committee has provided strong boxes with locks for 
each school room in which the books for the several districts 
are kept. 
S C H O O L B U I L D I N G S A N D G R O U N D S . 
On this topic we exclaim with Burns, 
"O wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursel's as others see us! 
I t wad frae irionie an old house free us, 
And foolish notion." 
v If I believed that 
\ 
"Little said is soonest mended) 
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I would say nothing on the subject and wait hopefully for 
the "mending" of our; dilapidated school houses; but a resi-
dence a m o n g yon of three years has shown me nothing 
worthy of the name of properly preparing a room for the 
pleasant and profitable education of our children. 
The houses and out-buildings need much improvment. 
The buildings are forbidding, the grounds unimproved, and 
the rooms unattractive. This is specially true of the houses 
in Districts 1,2,4 and 6. They should be rebuilt or thoroughly 
and tastefully repaired at once. 
The old seats should give place to modern and attractive 
ones, and the rooms be completely re novated. Probably there 
is no sitting-room in either of these Districts so meanly fnr-
nished, and so shabbily kept and adorned, as the District sit-
ting-room, in which our children with their young and impres-
sible minds and hearts, and their love of the beautiful, are 
shut up 6 hours a day for from 15 to 28 weeks in the year. 
The teachers and pupils have done something to cover up 
the unsightly walls by decorating them with leaves and ever-
green and hanging pictures upon them. This was done to 
cover defects and hide mutilations which should not have been 
found. The buildings should be put in good repair, the walls 
and ceiling of the rooms should be covered with some delicate 
tinted wash, and then maps, charts and pictures of educational 
and resthetic characters should adorn them. 
The first impressionmade by the school room upon the mind 
of the child should be one of beauty, order and neatness. 
Thus the room itself becomes an educator, materially aiding 
the teacher in lier work. 
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You will understand what is meant, and what is needed, 
when this illustration is used : 
You have barns and hay-barns, and 
You have houses and school-houses. 
May these suggestions be kindly received, carefully consid-
ered, and speedily lead to the changes mentioned and so much 
needing to be made. 
THE ABOLITION OF THE DISTRICT SYSTEM. 
The common school system is our pride and is an important 
aid in securing good government. No other government in 
the world conduces so much to man's peace and prosperity, 
and no other nation relies so fully on the common school to 
educate its youth as do we. 
A serious obstacle to the efficiency of our schools is the 
present district system. Some towns have abolished it, and 
without exception are well pleased with the change. 
Briefly let us consider some of the evils of the system which 
its abolition would remove. 
1st. The district system is the cause of unequal schools in 
the several districts. 
2d. It lays unequal burdens of taxation in providing 
school houses. 
3d. It prevents a uniform and graded course of study. 
4th. It is alone responsible for the lack of good school furni-
ture, including buildings, charts, globes, and other things which 
aid in making a good school. 
5th. Where the agents employ the teachers it is largely 
responsible for the inefficiency of supervision. 
About this last statement bur superintendent of schools in 
his report for last year, says, 
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"The important functions of school supervision are four : 
1st. To plan the work to he done in the schools; 
2d. To select teachers fit to do that work ; 
3d. To see that they are furnished with all necessary means 
for its performance; 
4th. To watch carefully over and direct its processes, and 
to inspect its results. 
All these functions are so related to one another, that to 
separate them, is to weaken the force of each and all combined* 
Unless the same authority that plans, directs, and inspects 
the work, has power also to select the worker, and supply him 
with the appliances necessary to its fit performance it must 
exercise those functions at a disadvantage. 
Any system that does not unite all these functions in one, 
is seriously defective—is an absurd system. The district sys-
tem is just so absurd. It confers the selection of teachers and 
the furnishing of appliances upon t he district agent, who is not 
expected to know, and is not even authorized to inquire into, 
and decide upon their fitness for it ; and it deprives the 
authority which is to plan, direct, and inspect the work, of all 
except a practically ineffective negative in that selection. 
Abolish the system producing it and this absurdity in school 
management, with all that it entails is eliminated at once. 
All the functions of supervision become united in one author-
ity, the town school committee or supervisor. 
With full power over the" teachers and their work there 
comes full responsibility therefor ; and full responsibility calls 
out in turn sucli careful, vigilant exercise of power as will pro-
duce the best results." 
It is hoped that no prejudice will prevent these wise sug-
gestions from having their proper weight. 
They are submitted to you fathers in behalf of your 251 
children for whose best interests it is your supreme duty to 
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provide. The majority of them will probably receive no bet-
ter education than our common schools afford; therefore every 
hindrance to their efficiency should be removed, that the larg-
est possible benefit might be derived from them. The district 
system is certainly one of those hindrances. 
From Lisbon one of the towns that has abolished it there 
comes this report made within two years after the change. 
"Three years ago we had three good school-houses, which had 
been built after much delay and contention. All the others 
in town had long been described in our annual reports as a 
'disgrace to the town, and unfit for use.' > 
Now we have as good a set of school buildings as can be 
found in any town of the same size and wealth in the state. 
Since abolishing the districts we have built three fine houses, 
one of which is arranged for two schools. We have thoroughly 
repaired, painted, and modernized all the others except two. 
All this has been done with the least possible effort in the way 
of argument. We have been enabled to accomplish more in 
two short years than had been previously accomplished in a 
quarter of a century in the matter of school houses. 
2d. Then we had short schools of from 10 to 15 weeks 
per year in nearly all the rural districts, and more money in 
the large districts than could be profitably expended, and this 
evil constantly increasing. . • 
Now our schools are of equal length in every district; begin 
and end at nearly the same time ; are divided into three terms, 
Spring, Fall and Winter, of 9 and 10 weeks per. term, making 
from 28 to 30 weeks per year in every district. This is the 
grandest result of all. Every man secures his equal rights to 
the tree of knowledge. 
3d. Then quarrels and feuds without number in many dis-
tricts. Now perfect peace and union reign throughout the 
town in school matters. 
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4th. Then the employment mainly of unprofessional teach-
ers, or those who viewed teaching simply as 'means to an end.' 
Now we employ the best teachers we can find. Indeed, the 
first class teachers seek us now so that we have our choice from 
a large number. 
While I do not regard consolidation as the cure for all the 
serious evils connected with our common school system, I do 
think that no permanent or satisfactory progress cau be made 
until districts are abolished. I am not aware that any person 
in our town is dissatisfied with the results of our action. On 
the contrary, hundreds have expressed to me their confidence in 
the plan, and all freely admit that we have made more substan-
tial progress in two years tha?i in any previous ten years " 
Will not that which has worked so well in Lisbon, work as 
well in improving the schools of our town ? We recommend 
the new plan, that has been on trial in some towns of the state 
with ever increasing benefits for 10 years, to your favorable 
consideration. 
In conclusion, brief mention should be made of a few 
cases of insubordination in sorue of the schools. These were 
only of local importance and not worthy of general considera-
tion. Did not the "principle involved in them have much to do 
with the good government and. efficiency of every school in 
town? . ' 
All are agreed that order and discipline are of great import-
ance. As to the methods to secure such order and discipline 
there is not agreement. 
In some cases parents have openl}7 antagonized the methods 
of the teacher, and because their children were required to 
obey the mild and necessary rules of the school, have removed 
them from the school. 
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This, in the very nature of the case must not only be posi-
tively harmful to the child, but must also work to some extent 
at least injury to the school. Such approval of disobedience 
in one person tends to disobedience on the part of all. 
' The dictation and opposition of parents in the government 
and management of a school always works harm. The teacher 
knows better than other persons how to treat each case of diso-
bedience. As we value the moral characters of our children, 
and their submission to wholesome authority, and their success 
in life, let us heartily support our teachers in their efforts to 
secure good order and to have proper discipline in the school; 
and teach our children that the individual i3 always required 
to yield something for the good of the whole. 
They should know that when punished at school, they will 
be reproved, if not punished at home. 
The teachers are far more likely to be right in their judg-
ment than are the parents. The cases of punishment to which 
we have referred were in our opinion too gentle rather than 
too severe. There is great danger that our children partake of 
our spirit, to their life-long harm and sorrow, when we "are a 
law unto ourselves," and oppose needful-authority. 
Instead of concluding that the teacher is wrong in methods 
of government, we should at least in the presence of our chil-
dren and other scholars act upon the motto—"Our teacher, 
right every time," and generously and persistently sustain her 
in her arduous work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. H. OSGOOD, 
Supervisor of Schools. 
